
PEEL MOAT LODGE No.7633  
A POTTED HISTORY.  

 

The idea to form a new Lodge based in the Heatons was conceived (perhaps appropriately 
in a pub) by a small group of like-minded, local Freemasons who regularly met over a pint in 
The George and Dragon, Heaton Chapel where one of their party, Bro. Ron Russell, was the 
landlord.  
 
The members of the group were all in various Lodges in East Lancashire and Cheshire and 
their wish was to create their own Lodge which would meet near to their homes.  
As a part of the formal procedure the applicants were obliged to submit a name for the new 
Lodge and, to this purpose, the then young Bro. Russell was charged with coming up with 
suggestions.  
 
Ron knew that on Heaton Moor golf links there was an historical site known as "Peel Moat".  
 
Peel Moat is a listed site comprising a slightly raised, perfectly square plot of land, 140 feet x 
140 feet, surrounded by a moat which averages 20 feet wide by about 12 feet deep.  
 
In medieval times the moated island housed a Peel (or" Pele", pronounced "Pail") Tower 
which was erected as a safe haven, within the square, for the local populace and their cattle 
etc. when marauders threatened.  
 
It seemed appropriate on all counts to name the embryo Lodge, "Peel Moat".  
 
In recent years local historians have discovered that the site was originally created by 
Roman legionaries in A.D.69 as a signal station to serve the military fortress of Manuciam 
(Manchester).  
 
The new Lodge found a sponsor in Prince Edward LodgeNo.2109 and found a home at the 
Assembly Rooms above the Reform Club, Heaton Moor. We soon moved some 400 yards 
down Heaton Moor Road, along with our Mother Lodge, Prince Edward and our Sister 
Lodge, Heaton Moor Lodge, to the Masonic Rooms above the Heaton Moor Conservative 
Club.  
 
Our location above Heaton Moor Conservative Club meant that we, along with those Lodges 
and Chapters sharing our premises, were the most Southerly and Easterly Masons in the 
very large Province of West Lancashire. The A6 main road, about half a mile to our east, 
constitutes the border between West and East Lancashire, whilst the River Mersey, about 
one and a half miles south, constitutes the border between West Lancashire and the 
Masonic Province of Cheshire.  
 
We stayed at Heaton Moor Conservative Club until four years ago when a change of 
management obliged us to seek alternative premises.  
 
After a long and diligent search, no suitable premises could be found within the geographic 
confines of the South Eastern Group and the quest went beyond our boundaries into" 
foreign" parts (East Lancashire and Cheshire).  
 
We finally found a new home at the Davenport Hotel, Stockport; some two miles into 
Cheshire.  
 
With the very welcome help of the two Provincial offices, we were granted the necessary 
dispensations to meet, as West Lancashire Freemasons in Cheshire.  



 
Though we had invested a substantial amount of money and a great deal of time and effort 
into the new Lodge Room, after a sojourn of two years, the company that owned the 
premises evicted the occupants and closed the Hotel.  
 
Once again we found ourselves looking for a new home for the three Craft Lodges, one 
Royal Arch Chapter and one Mark Lodge that comprise The Heaton Moor Masonic Club.  
 
Our search ended with the premises which we currently occupy in The Edgeley Grange Club 
where we enjoy a mutually beneficial, symbiotic relationship with the Club's members.  
 
Peel Moat lodge's family tree goes back to The Lodge of Lights, Warrington and, we believe, 
beyond that to The Warrington Lodge of which Elias Ashmole was a member.  
 
In some ten weeks we will celebrate our sixtieth birthday and if we can continue in the same 
atmosphere of cheerful fraternal harmony, we are, I believe, good for at least sixty more.  
 
W. Bro. P. N. Beswick  
Peel Moat Lodge Treasurer  
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