












HOW DO WE HELP?
A wide range of help and support is available for
financial, health and family related needs, including

Financial
~ Essential daily living costs
~ Grants following an accident, redundancy
or personal crisis
~ Funeral bills
~ Minor home repairs

Health
~ Medical treatment
~ Dental treatment
~ Mobility aids and essential home adaptions
~ Respite care
~ Counselling

Family - Children in full-time education
~ Essential costs for education or training
~ Scholarships, travel grants and student accommodation
~ Supporting exceptional talent in sport, music or the performing arts

Family - Care
~ Masonic care homes - including nursing, residential, respite and dementia care
~ UK holidays

Practical assistance
Our Advice and Support Team offers confidential, impartial and practical guidance about
the help we provide. The Team can also help with applications for state and local authority
benefits, and can put you in touch with other organisations who can give advice on
care, employment and education.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
Those seeking support must demonstrate the following:

A Masonic connection
You must be a Freemason or have a strong family connection to a Freemason under the
United Grand Lodge of England.  The Freemason does not necessarily need to be a
subscribing member, but he must have been before the need arose.

A financial, health or family need
A financial or family need often follows a decrease in household income, but it may also
arise because of a life-changing event such as a medical diagnosis, changing care needs,
family breakdown or the death of a family member.

Support for Freemasons, for
families, for everyone

Can we
help you?

If you would like to speak
to someone about the range

of support available to Freemasons
and their families, please speak to your

Lodge Almoner or call our dedicated
freephone enquiry line: 0800 036 6090

Enquiries can also be sent to
help@mcf.org.uk or

Masonic Charitable Foundation
60 Great Queen Street

London
WC28 5AZ



In the 1700s it became common for charities to raise money at events such as music
festivals or dinners which provided donors with entertainment and linked social
activities with charitable aims.

The Royal Masonic Institution for Girls was the first Masonic charity to do this in 1789
when it was decided to hold a church service and dinner to celebrate the school’s
first anniversary. Collections were taken both at the church service and the dinner
and opened up a source of donations other than by individual lodges or members.
Until the middle of the 1800s ‘Festivals’ were fairly informal: members (and non-
Masonic donors including wives) gave a minimum donation for which they would be
called ‘Stewards’ of the Festival. But as funding requirements grew, the system became
more formalised. Provincial Grand Masters would agree to chair a particular ‘Festival’
and members in that Province would focus their charitable efforts on it for a number
of years. It usually culminated in a Festival Dinner when the total amount raised was
announced. Any member who donated money to a Festival received a ‘Stewards’
Jewel’.

Originally these were rosettes, made with fabric and bullion tassels, but eventually
a medal-like form was adopted. The ribbon of this jewel also settled into one of three
colours, crimson for the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution, light blue for the Royal
Masonic Institution for Boys and white for the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls.
Every year the jewel was different, often incorporating the coat of arms of that year’s
patron of the festival or the emblem of the Province that organised it. A Mason was
permitted to wear the jewel for a year, although in some years the presence of a Royal
Patron made the jewel a permanent addition. Although the majority of the jewels
were identical, the members of the committee that organised the festival would
often have jewels with a bar that indicated their office, whilst the President of the
festival might be awarded a more elaborate jewel.

The Festival Jewel

Pictured above are examples of West Lancashire
Stewards’ jewels for Masonic charities, from left to right:

the first West Lancs Stewards’ Jewel with a ribbon and medal, issued in 1891 for the Royal Masonic Institute
for Boys, a  1913 RMIB, a 1925 RMIG, 1952 RMIB and a 1981 RMBI.




















